
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

SOS: Strengthening Our Students 
 
  
Your Project Title: SOS: Strengthening Our Students Art Enrichment Program. 

Your Project Summary: Engaging youth and their parents in our After School (Ages 9 thru 11) and Exposure 

(Ages 11-16) Programs in the Arts (Graphic Arts, Dance, Jewelry Design and Painting). 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the applicant fully meets the funding criteria. The applicant demonstrates meaningful 

engagement with the community. The proposal is clear, however I am concerned with the registration fee 

being a barrier for low income youth. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application provides some evidence of artistic and cultural 

vibrancy; however, I would have liked to seen more information about the arts and cultural activities planned 

and who would be doing them (or who they might be partnering with to do them, or where they might be 

looking to find them). I wasn't sure if the Rocks and Beads activity was the only artistic activity or if there 

would be more. Organizational Capacity - The application provides evidence of organizational capacity. 

Although this is a new program, clearly the applicant has a proven track record in providing services. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Interesting project that is a new initiative for the organization. The organization mentioned that 

this project came about because of a survey they did of their constituents to find out what type of 

programming they wanted. This indicates public benefit to me, as the organization is trying to understand 

their community better and using the information they find to adapt their programming, i.e. using knowledge 

of community to drive their work. I do feel like I wanted more detail about the actual community served 

though: who are they? We get vague details about the neighborhood the organization works in, but not 

much info about the children or families served. Arts and cultural vibrancy is demonstrated by their hire of 

three arts professionals to do programming for the after school program. The children attending will most 

likely be inspired and challenged to learn something new. Organizational capacity is in question for me still. 

The plan for this project seemed very vague and the financial plan even more so. Accessibility is also in 

question for me. If the community served has a high incidence of poverty, I wonder how the decision to 

charge for this program makes sense. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Strengthening our Students (SOS) meet the funding criteria 

through their proposal of the Arts enriching program. They especially show the public benefit of this project 

as it meaningfully engages the community. They demonstrate that they understand the needs of the 

community and will be offering for the first time an after school art and tutoring program. They have 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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extensive knowledge and experience of the Fairfax community to drive their work. For prior events and this 

they have meaningful relationships with residents and community partners such as Bolton, St. Adelbert and 

John Hays schools, FRDC and Fairfax Recreation Center. They are accessible and inviting to their 

community and by offering to waive the $25 fee under certain circumstances. They appear to have 

organizational capacity to plan and successfully manage this project. They seem to have one engaged staff 

(administrator), and core group of three volunteers. They suggest student's improved performance and 

attendance as measures of progress. Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project. The match 

requirement will be met by in-kind donations, reserve funds, donation requests and registration fees. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal somewhat meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: Through this pilot program, 

the applicant has demonstrated that it understands, works with and responds to its community. As a non-

resident I was unfamiliar with the abbreviation OGT. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: Unfortunately the links to 

both websites introducing instructors for the tutoring program did not work. It was unclear if CAC funds 

being requested were to: retroactively compensate instructors for Summer Camp Program OR for the same 

two instructors' participation in the after school art tutoring program. Organizational Capacity: The CAC 

support column of the attached budget did not equal the applicant's ask. How will the remaining $1,600 of 

the $5,000 grant be spent should the organization's request be fully funded? 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

